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Abstract: College students are the main part of university town. The analysis of the spatial-temporal characteristics of
college students’ consumption behaviors,and paying close attention to the basic consumption requirements of this special
group,can provide references to the " people-oriented" commercial space planning and management of the university
town. Through a case study of Nanjing Xianlin University Town and based on interviews and questionnaire survey data,
this paper analyzes the spatial-temporal behavioral characteristics and its internal distribution of college students’
consumption behaviors, such as having meals, shopping, leisure and entertainment , from the perspective of behaviorism.
The results show that college students’ consumption behaviors have a strong correlation of space and time. That is, the
students’ consumption behaviors appear more concentrate within the university town on workdays , while scattered outside
of the university town significantly on weekends. Consumption behaviors,such as having meals,buying clothes and daily
necessities , entertainment , have different spatial-temporal characteristics. Significant differences could also be found of
college students’ consumption behaviors among their gender , grade , monthly cost of living, college location. Distances and
types of the commercial service are the main factors affecting students’ consumption decision-making behavior. These

results are consistent with the core content of the central theory,which also proved the central theory can provide a strong
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support for the optimization of the commercial space of the university town.
Key words : consumption behavior, temporal and spatial behavioral characteristics, commercial space, college student,

Nanjing Xianlin University Town
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Fig.1 The location of Nanjing Xianlin University Town and the distribution of the universities and commercial spaces
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Table 1 The individual attributes of the surveyed sample
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Fig.2 The statistics of consumption frequency of college students on working days and weekends
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Fig.3 One-way travel time for the consumption behavior of students
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Table 2 The function analysis of commercial space of Nanjing Xianlin University Town
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Fig.4 One-way travel time for the consumption behavior of male and female students
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Fig. 6 The average one-way travel time for the consumption behavior of students with different monthly living expenses
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Fig.7 The spatial distribution of the consumption behavior for the students of each university
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