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Three-Dimensional Quantitative Structure-Activity Relationship of
Phenylpropionic Acid eEF2K Inhibitors
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Abstract ; The study was to design and develop new Eukaryotic Extension Factor 2 Kinase (eEF2K) inhibitors. Firstly, the
key amino acids and binding modes of the interaction between phenylpropionic acid compounds and eEF2K were analyzed
by molecular docking technology. Then,based on comparative molecular field analysis( CoMFA ) and comparative molecular
similarity index analysis ( COMSIA ) , the 3D-QSAR models of 28 known active eEF2K inhibitors were established. The
predicted values of pIC50 of the two 3D-QSAR models were basically consistent with the true values,which showed that
both models had good predictive ability and statistical significance. Based on the information provided by 3D-QSAR model
in three-dimensional field, electrostatic field , hydrophobic field , hydrogen-bonded donor field and hydrogen-bonded receptor
field,the idea of drug design for optimizing the structure of these inhibitors is put forward, which can provide theoretical
guidance for the research and development of eEF2K inhibitors.

Key words: eEF2K, molecular docking, inhibitors , mode of action, three-dimensional quantitative structure-activity rela-
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FLAZ A O FE A K] F- -2 4 ( Eukaryotic elongation factor-2 kinase , eEF2K) J& i eEF2K FE PR g i (1) — F
B ) AR 2 R, S T AR B Ser/thr 2R 1B . eEF2K T LI 1 IR 1b BLAZ AE ) 48 fih X 1
2( Eukaryotic elongation factor 2, eEF2) 5¥, [ R Ak 3R 85 BREE K 2R JE T H A ARk Bk
FRZ BT 2 eEF2K REA IR 40 0 430 G 0H LR LA A ORI IR Sk, eEF2K
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eBF2K A4 5 M A AN A RE P, JFIER] 13X MR /N> 7 AR eEF2K B [y 4 il 57, dic7e Bl b A BF
FEH UCGE 7 TR AR B AT B T T A PR N RS eEF2K 141 5.
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53 F X4 (Molecular docking ) S 3 T A MU AR AT /N T (BCAR) 5EEMI K01 (324K ) Z 811
MEAEF , B A5 A A 2CRISE RS | HE 0 SE 35T 250 i 25 i — Fh B2 7 ™. 4y BT LIS
RCH B RE 55 4 A PR AR 2 ) R PR R B AR BN A S ) it — B IR R S 2500 1
6] (A AR B A ST B, =4 BANRLE R (3D-QSAR) 8 )32 I FH T 2581 0 T 454 5 15 B 5, LA
MRV EA H E G 2585y F. HE 4§31 ( Comparative molecular field anlysis, CoMFA ) F1 Fb 37
FAHALFE £ 53 15 ( Comparative molecular similarity indices analysis, CoMSIA ) 42 H §ij fix A3 F i) 3D-QSAR
WFSE T % X PR 5 AR 259 531 FA L 1 3 00 26 5 X 25 s PEREA TR A3 B AR B/ N iR 5 524k 2
] AR LR OGRS 150 B R0 25 W 4 A A1

A SCUART I [FE R I8 AL 1Y) e BF2K R 1 At A 2548 Ry BE Al SR 40 XT3 iR o 1 28 %
NIRZE eEF2K MR L 24540 5 eEF2K Z I AHEAE I 5 30, #E— 2L T CoMFA FlI CoMSIA Jr i 51 %)
X 28 AL EE 3D-QSAR BEHY A3 T AR IS eEF2K il 71 Ak 27 45 44 15 A= 0% M =2 ) A 2 0
Z, [FIHR 4 CoMFA 1 CoMSIA #HL B S i 1) 7147 il 3 |Gk 3 2SR S F S il 2 1 7 4545 R
PR AL S IR Pk B 25 T L, SR e ER2K I AR 9T R S 45 O LR (LB A 3.
1 MEiik
1.1 eEFR2K EER/NYFHE

AT 3 3 2o [] 50450 g Oy vk e A i 9 eER2K 2R 11 O BEAill, ) Schordinger #5443 1 (% Protein
Preparation Wizard T HXJ 2 AL TAN R S8 B R MR 2 R B A 4 N, 43 T AH DG HE for AR o
R/ MEARER, TR 7535 & 43 5 X H2 (1 eEF2K AR AR S5 1. A S8 s 28 /o124 iy SOk [ 7] 3845
(£ 1) AFEHIWENAEE RN T 23 A VRIS TG /N1 5 A4S, SCIRITRBETG PR (RN 1C, [, R
PP B X BT pICy, [H (~log ICs,) . 43 TR E R 25 M ALl SYBYL-X 2.0 8581,
T e LA BE T P ( Steepest Descent Method ) & -4 43 FIKREF 5 , 8L RMS Z40M 0.05 keal -mol ' - A7,
R KIEPEL ( Max Tterations) 247 6 000, HARSHONEAA (E ; 5 (L4080 BE A — 2001k 7 F A 42 ik
SURMS ZH4 0.001 keal -mol ™" - A~ B RIE A HL(Max Tterations ) 2 1000, HARZHON B4 8 ; 7 FI
Gasteiger-Hiickel 35715431 Hi 7, RIS R AR 2590 70 TR A

R1 eER2K MHIFEMREE IC, &
Fig.1 Structure and IC;, values of eEF2K inhibitors
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ZER 1 Table 1 continued

HN- R

COOH
R,

No. R, R, IC5,( pmol/L) No. R, R, 1C5y/ (pmol/L)
CN OCH,
11 2-F 2, /©/ 27.5 20 2,4-dichloro Q 44.4
o= N
CF, F
12 4-t-thutyl OYO/ 22.6 21" 2 ,4-dichloro OYQ/ 58.3
F CF,
13 4-t-thutyl Q 38.5 22 2,4-dichloro Oﬁ/©/ 11.7
X -1-
CF Cl Cl
14 4-t-thutyl Q\S/©/ 18.4 23 2 ,4-dichloro 0. 19.9
0%~ e
F
15 2-F OY©/ 36.7 24 2, 4-dichloro RY 33.4
-1- o* f\,
F
NO,
(0]
16 2-F o 19.4 25 2,4-dichloro o=§@ 4.5
s F -t-
0% X’
17 2-F 33.7 26 2, 4-dichloro 9.5

el
\m/’
/
\z
o
pecl

CF, CN
18 2-F Q /©/ 11.6 27 2, 4-dichloro Q 5.5
S )
X 07x"

19 2 ,4-dichloro 2 ,4-dichloro 0= 12.5

n
-:-U::O
“ﬂ f el

# RG> T (5 A1)

1.2 HFxf#

HI ARSI eEF2K 35 R i [F IR R B R Beds, A& BRI 1, I R5 15 B Schrodinger
2017 A B Sitmap F2IF 20T H R 8 AL 7 091 M7 5, B S FIF Receptor Grid Generation T.H:
TE S A3 TS L A E SCAE IR I T PN 1 2 R IR 3 5 B 1l 1 R DG B T 1k 11 4% 43 —F X 4588 0
837 Ligand Docking #HL5E A, Al FHIZAEE H1 B9 Docking-Score $143 BRECGT-H #1157 7 75 eEF2K 2 FHHY
FEAEH , Docking-Score PREEE A e T S ER s /KVEF B AE R AL P S5 R R , ZAE R E AR , Ui,
B0 390 437 5 AR AN B R A iR |, DR L2 A/ P . )5 R Ligand Interactin Diagram T.
ELA st et AR 50 075 eEF2K 3208 22 (8] A1 4R FH 5 X
1.3 #FE8F

I3 ¥ B G RO RME 3D-QSAR BEARIRY SCHE , i3 1B B RCRAS, SEIR M R RIS 25 A | T35 5%
HWE TR, A58 i SYBYL-X 2.0 # 4 Align Database F2FEHEAT 0 T4, 1l 28 AN 7143
F I AR B A TER —NIRE 22 . i T 3D-QSAR BERMECE F— N6 F LRI &5 5 U S 52 1k
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B[R] — VG PR S 25, DR B0 PR B A7 1Y No. 27 /N3 (plCsy : 5.26) VE RBMR AT 40 TR &, MES A
O At
1.4 CoMFA #1 CoMSIA # & HjHgiE

CoMFA FALKE S A UF /0 T BT — A IEHLE) = ZE WIS 4% 5 R1E 25 k 0.2nm. B 5 78 B34 05
B — N REPRLF, 2 A R R R 2 o3 TR0 AR BRI 6, TR /N 43— S B9 57443
(Steric,S) FligH, 37 ( Electrostaic , E) . 15 CoMFA #EAUA[R] A& , CoMSIA R R AE A FREF sl 3 A 50 F 2
(] AR AR EL AR TR T 5 B B AR DG Y = W eR BB 2, 28 SCT 5 Mo 3047 A 80OC R 5T A 46 ST AR
Y Wi 57K % (Hydrophobic , H) ZU# 22137 ( Acceptor, A) Al ZU A7 ( Donor, D) 1.

ARG 28 D E MG T BEALE SR 25 A0 FAINGREE , A 5 o0 T4 a4 |, >R i e /N —
Pk (PLS) £ XTI ZRAETT A E] CoMFA F1 CoMSIA AHY 254 pIC., ThMEE I S HAHDE A AR AR A 1T 57
Mr. K FH B —3% (Leave-One-Out, LOO ) XF &AM o5 1943 F 37 0047 38 SUBGAIE , B 7 fcFE 32 A2 5% ( Optimal
component number ) FI15E XCIHIE )[BT R %L -, JHEEAEJE(E ( Column filtering value o) ff r, fe K. — BRI,
B KT 0.5 BHAR R A RIFAReE e . 25 RS LB UE T (Non-validation ) T A= 477 1 %
W IR RNA M BB r ARUEIR2Z 5 Fisher K050 F X QSAR B4 BE S AT IEMY , Forb r B3R 1,
s BN, F R R RIS R
2 RN
21 HFRtEE

i1t Ligand Docking FEFF X 28 MIRNFRZE eEF2K 7]/ F 47 T /0 F X%, 3£ 2 5128 T Docking-
Score HEZAHT T/ N5 eEF2K B A EAE R B G245 . 1 = X #2253 85 HE 44 fe i (No. 21, €] 1a)
S E M RAF(No. 27, I 1b) 43 F iy % 45 R B 5 V5 7 U, Ho No. 27 43 F 5 2 562 GLN119
ALA117 BAZEN , 52 HM TYR214 ILE215 B H/K/EH ,, 52 R TYR219 HAHL4/EN, 52
HWR LYS HA Pi-cation YEFH. B4, H—F L FH/NrT 58 FEMR ALAL17 LYS153  TYR219 \ TYR214 ,
ILE215 BAEAHEAEA , $27RixX 5 NEIEFR TR S eEF2K B FI/EFH I s & SL TR

F2 HESHHLH NN TS EFR2K BRERFTRERER

Table 2 Results of the study on the interaction of small molecules and eEF2K proteins in the top ten of the docking scores

Mode of action

Docking
Compound S
Deore Hydrogen bonds Hydrophobic Static electricity ~ Pi-Pi stacking  Pi-cation
21 -8.802 GLN119 ,PRO268 LEU170 ,VAL168 \PHE121 — HIS210 —
28 -8.194 ALA117 LYSI55 TYR214 ILE215 VALISI LYS153 ARG123 — —
5 -8.030 GLN259 ILE215 TYR214 — — LYSI53
15 -7.987 ASP267 ,PRO263 ,GLN119 PHE121 ARG123 GLU212 HIS210 —
HIS210 ,GLN119 GLN269 .
17 -7.792 PRO268 ILE197 \PHE121 HIS210
20 -7.714 ILE215 (ALA117 ILE215  TYR214 . TYR219 GLU212 — —
LEU170 ,VALL68 \ILE197 | . HIS210,
2 -7.635 TYR155 ,ASP267 ,PRO268 PHEI21 ASP280 TYRI5S
18 ~7.495 ALA117 .GLN119 TYR214 ILE215 — TYR219 LYS153
. PHE121 MET172 LEU170, GLU212 | ASP280, TYRI15S | .
3 7473 TYRISS ASP267.PRO268 ILE197 \VAL168 .PHE121 ASP267 HIS210
11 -7.274 ASP280,LEU170 ,GLN171 ILE197 .LEU170 — — —
22 HFER
PATE MRS No. 27 /N3 T & B AR B 28 MR 20 TR A S B S & 4R s 2 fios. Irf

i P/t ey 21
2.3 CoMFA #1 CoMSIA #&Z!
FIH PLS IEXTUNREE G 28 A~/NorF ST, CoMFA BEAY | bk 3 pi 80k 2 AEUEME M 0.1 kJ/mol B |7
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1 No.21 /Ny F3i#EE4ER 3D Bl (a-1) MEAFKE (a-2) 5 No. 27 /My FIHEL R 3D E (b-1) AEAFXE (b-2)
Fig. 1 No. 21 small molecule docking results 3D diagram(a—1) ,mode of action diagram(a—-2)and No. 27 small

molecule docking results 3D diagram(b—1) ,mode of action diagram(b-2)
HROR, N 0.507 , B B £ S AR R HAT R4 AR E E.
AARSE SR I5 5 A AR HE i 2% s 9 0.105, HIG
PERECr O 0.851, F {H 65.849 , BLHIRTAL BAT LA
S RE ST (3 3) . BB Tl 731 plCy, S5
ESBMME AW 2Z/NT | DR R (R 4) KR
{ESPENE Z B AVt 5 R WL 3 (a) , HARSGIE R
R J3.0.794, Ul IR HAT R4 1) BN BE 1. 59
b, CoMFA BRI S {437 (S) ML (E) By BTk

IX1R 29.7% 1 70.3% , Ui W] eEF2K 41 il 5] 73 5 JH] H2 HFBLL
I%] EI/‘J ﬁ% EE, j% X‘_J'_/H: {ﬁ '@Zvif—i:l: ig ’ﬁz JEH . Fig.2 Molecular overlay results

3 %% FH CoMFA 71 CoMSIA HEHIES #
Table 3 Statistical parameters of CoOMFA and CoMSIA models for training set molecules

Field Contribution

3D-QSAR ONC Ty s r F
S E H D A
CoMFA 2 0.105 0.059 0.851 65.849 0.297 0.703 — — —
CoMSIA 2 0.128 0.070 0.834 48.920 0.049 0.447 0.220 0.109 0.175

#z 4 CoMFA 71 CoMSIA #=ENIK &£ 4> F pIC,, LI E 5 FNE L5
Table 4 Comparison of actual and predicted pIC;, value of the test sets molecules for the CoOMFA and CoMSIA models

CoMFA CoMSIA
Numbers Actual plCy,

Predicted plCj, Residual Predicted plCyg, Residual

4.455 4.454 0.001 4.436 0.019

6 4.708 4.879 -0.171 4.802 -0.094

11 4.415 4.474 -0.059 4.587 -0.172
16 4.561 4.569 -0.008 4.524 0.037
21 4.353 4.401 -0.048 4.394 -0.041

FIH PLS B XU 2R EE ) 28 A~/IN3F A7 CoMSIA MR e 80k 2 A BEME R 0.3 kJ/mol
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r ROK, N 0.565 Ui BT ST AROR B R R e R, DAAEAS IR IE BB S B bR R 22 s 4 0.128 , K¢
PERE - 4 0.834, F H o 48.920 , Ul WA R ELAT R AO LA RE 1 (36 3) . BB T3 350 40 F pIC,, S
SHMME AR ZERNT 1 AR (R 4) S E S TUNEZ ] L E R WA 3(b) , HA S R R
7 0.696 , Ui IARE I EAG B AT RO EE 1. Y 4h, CoMSIA BRI~ k1% (S) ¥ (E) Bk (H) Sk
ik (D) MEHEZ IR (A) B TTRCR ST 38 4.9% 44.7% 22.0% ,10.9% F1 17.5% , CoMSIA 5 A1 443t T
e AR =) SR N7k R (YRR iD= A gt o | 7 e e e e M e e 7 e e e e X (S

S0 e YIRS T . S0 e YIRS T
_sof s W% T i $
g ‘e e ] 0
S 48¢ . st S 48F T
% A oy % ° ¢ ‘ °
2 46f o 246 * 0 e . Xy
E ' ,.--".“ -’é '.'.o‘ * e
=™ 441 ..‘.-".o'..c == 4.4 L . ° o
L]
4.2 | | | | j 4.2 * | | | j
42 44 46 48 50 52 42 44 46 48 50 52
Actual pIC;, Actual pIC;,
(a) COMFAZ I (a) CoMSIATY

3 3D-QSAR {EI pIC,, EH S TMEH L% R
Fig.3 Linear relationship between actual pK; and predicted pICy,of 3D-QSAR Models

ABESEFTEESL B CoMFA Fll CoMSIA BRI HAT R 4F AR E P U5 BE I AU AE 1 , eEF2K 411 1] 571
I35 JE R A e L I 0 T PR A A T AE B AT 29T, 255 7% 1 CoMFA il CoMSTA A5 70 41t
e 8.
2.4 3D-QAR £ F
2.4.1 CoMFA A 547

VAT PRI AF R No. 27 A 0B % 01 R Bl #EAT 734, e CoMFA RSN TE] 4 FroR. S2 83 X0
LREOAN B O IR, B0 DRI R P 2 FEAR 25016 1 | S (0 X s 3 RS A ) T3 i 25 1 i 1k
PRI, 78 1634 SCHEARIG AR, o vl 51 AR BUE R A 5 AT AR I e e 5 55 sl 1 AR 15 -5 3 ok
I niE k. e XU LD @A 3R | 20 AR N S AR SR AT R T3 25 Wi 1 | 8 AUy
T IE RLPESRE A A T2y s k. AT LAAE 15-51 A =F ~Cl -1 25 i R PERE AT a7 515 AIER
MBI AN & U BRI S | eEF2K SHIEVE S 4R 254 531

20.000

‘ 80.000

-

N ‘
4 No.27 IN3FLH(£) B CoMFA BT (37 FBBIFE B E (4F)
Fig.4 No. 27 small molecule structure ( left) and CoMFA model stereo field and electrostatic field equipotential map ( right)

2.4.2 CoMSIA #:A) & # A

HHEE CoMFA 7 CoMSIA FERIR T 37 ik (S) M7 (E) Z 40, 045 T sk (H) VR4
Y (D) a2z 37 (A) 35S, 5 Rk, AR BEREIG MR = 1% No. 27 43 T 1708, B 5(a) A
CoMSIA BH ST (kg ki i vk, 37 h T 3215 555 CoMFA BERUAH ], AT 1 AT AR B R 3 A1 R4
15—, FRBUR I FE AR 9- R FR 4R = 29 s M, e 1-CL B AN BB I ARSI T, 5 ) 25 R AIK 24
YristE. FIHE 15-5] A-F -Cl, -1 i P A 78 14-5] AIE PR nT 88 m 2595 Pk, B/ S(b) R
CoMSIA HAY G K Tk A, Hod (1 R 38 T sa K vk S A R T 38 o 25906 Pk 38 (AR 318 i g /K Pk 3
AR T &S 2. AaXELFE S TEANAY AT, 8nn] LS| AFRIE FREE LG 1K A
A3 I 253 v T B 6 XA AR T 15-5 16-2Z[8), ULIFE 15-81 165 Al  FRbEE | iR 5L 5 Hi K
— 140 —




BEAMG, 5 RNIRSE eEF2K I 1 =4k A ROC R

PEIE A AT I 2576 M. & 5 (c) A CoMSIA BRIt 1A 37 Fn S0 A2 (A3 Tk 14, i 2 e e 30 in & ik
AL F T I 2596 | 20 (0 R B I S B2 R AR F T 2535 M. p b aT %0, 78 3—F0 135 A St ik
FEFUN-OH SE a8 n 25 9y 36 M M AE 9- 12— 15— 17 -F ¥ AN E 5| A G2 R LA, 75 W & A2

TG PE.
. 20.000
20.000 '
80.000 ) =
é - ~
)
(@) A S (b) Bk (c) ARG A 2 1A

HS CoMSIAMEI&IFEHE (a: T SHEE; b FUk; o RREEHNERTES)
Fig. 5 Equipotential plots for each field of the CoMSIA model

2.5 gt

Wi CoMFA [ CoMSIA AU EFA K SR Y 25 W) 43 7B HE BIF 25 G eEF2K 457 5 8 11 22 [A] A9 AH
VER =X, 5T T — RSV AL &4, J08 ] 3D-QSAR BRI TN X #84b & 4 1) plCy (H, T A3 5] 3 4
O HAT IR PER eEF2K MR HAL 2 E5 WL I 6. BE—2 31X 3 /Ny 75 eEF2K S HEAT T
Or TR RHESS R R ALEY) A B .C 5 eEF2K H F Y455 RE (glide energy ) WA 7300 h - 44.424 |
~49.978 ~59.211 ¥R THAMR S T No. 27(-43.424) , ULHIAH L TR S> T-3X 3 /N T5 eEF2K 2 145
B HEIFEE , 37RIX 3 /N T BN A R eEF2K 1] 57).

HO
OH HO
— NH O Cl
HN-NH 0 >—©7c1 HO, @ 2 cl 7 N\ :s:— i
HN SCN £ SN 0 = 0 HN
N Y, <:> Y H o oH Ho'  om
A B C
Ee6 WMFEEESHNGF
Fig. 6 Small molecules with higher predictive activity
+: 3\
3 e

AR 2GR T AR L TR B 25 W Bt HOR BB A% T 2 5 S 2 i TR R AR 2 W A R AR
A 45 e RV . T 43X AN 3D-QSAR AR AT X 25 A rh A B S AL T S, R e 25
BIH Bk A SCE SR B eEF2K 2 IS PR 28 DR RZEALA Y 5 R [R] PR g 5 eEF2K 2B
FIHEFT T 43 F 00 P20 BB T RN IR 2 eEF2K 1 771 5 8 0 2R 1 22 180 4 A ECAE O X i 280 i 7 5
S A Z B EAA ZRE T, 035 5 PRO268 ALA117 255 LM i 2V /E ] , 5 ILE215 ' TYR219 25 & it
FRIET K VR, 5 ASP280 S5 & JE MR 1Y # R VB, 5 HIS210 25 & 56 R 1 2L 5 4F H A & 5 LYS153 1)
Pi-cation 1 JH% , o —2 LA /N> T3 5% FE R ALA117 LYS153 TYR219 TYR214 ILE215 &A= H
HAER, IEIX 5 NIRRT AR S eEF2K 8 FIVE G ZSE IR , nT/E T ax S S 3L MR 1) /Ny AT
FIREFTVE R eEF2K S5, 1245 5 0T T eEF2K I35 (4 BE 105 18 , X e EF2K #0159 i 55 5 7F & B A
SRS EHT A AR BT T eBF2K 410 70) i 400 07 1 110 245 5 A R D ) LA & I Y
eEF2K HI51 50 F. A SCGA R F e/ T vk 857 T 44 BE 1 e MR 70000 E 135 KA AY CoMFA Al
CoMSIA 71 B T eEF2K 13140 1450 55 M2 18] il = 4k 2 B R, eBF2K #5431 (1 15
TRBEE T HS AL, 45 A XIS 3D-QSAR A vy Rty Hl g w5k SIS S 2 k3 5%
BE T B W HE B T T 3 AN B B S TN R I AL eEF2K
FUFRHE T8 1 S s
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