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Mechanism of the Effect of Regional Integration on Tourism Economic Growth .
Quasi-Natural Experiment from Yangtze River Delta Urban Agglomeration

Wang Zhaofeng,Zhang Xiantian
(College of Tourism,Hunan Normal University , Changsha 410081, China)

Abstract: Regional integration has increasingly become an important appeal for tourism economic growth, which has
profound significance to driving the high-quality development of tourism. Based on the data of 217 cities of prefecture level
and above in China from 2002 to 2019, this paper empirically tests the impact of the regional integration policy of the
Yangtze River Delta on tourism economic growth through the construction of a double difference model(DID) ,and analyzes
its function mechanism. The study found that: (1) The regional integration policy of the Yangtze River Delta can significantly
promote tourism economic growth. After the PSM-DID test and the placebo test, the conclusion remains true. (2) The
tourism economic effect of the regional integration policy of the Yangtize River Delta is instantaneous and heterogeneous , and
plays the benefits of the current period of policy implementation. And the impact on the tourism economy of core cities is
significantly higher than that of non-core cities. (3)The regional integration policy of the Yangtze River Delta can promote
the development of tourism economy through technological innovation, industrial agglomeration, industrial structure
upgrading. And the positive effect of influencing tourism economic growth through tourism industry agglomeration is the
biggest, scientific and technological innovation has followed it up,industrial structure upgrading is minimal.
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Fig.1 Main process of regional integration of the Yangtze River Delta
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Table 2 Results of dynamic effects and parallel trend test
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Fig. 3 Results of the covariate test

B2 FITHEBRKRER
Fig. 2 Results of parallel trend test
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Table 3 PSM-DID regression results

PSM kEA PSM EEA
(1) (2) (1) (2)
treatXpost 2.8552**(0.270 3) 2.332 3%**(0.270 9) N 2372 2372
BB 15.514 4**% (0.872 2) —-128.527 4*** (12.647 8) R? 0.745 3 0.756 0
ol A it = = F 111.550 2 75.72
T I ST il il p 0.000 0 0.000 0
FIsf [0 i1 2 35507 il il

VR BT S PO R IR, T p<0.05, 7" p<0.01, "7 p<0.001 SMHIFERIMIE 10% 5% 1910 i 5 PR PR .

3.2.3 ZRAERE

XU 2 4 AR O T I 149 75— {10 [0 kg AN ] ORI i) PR 28
XAt SRR R AR, AR S5 BB B g Y e ek
A EALAEL 26 I AT AEAAE < b BEZE” |, JFE & 500 IR
FEAILAAE AR, TS B 2 R S 45 SR N 4 Fis. BE TR L
L 500 YIS BIRAL T REME LA TE 0 Bk, O BAT
ARSIV, S0 46 ok [RE A AT R B0 B i ; K&
BARB) PAERT 0.1, Kl W F KRR, X 3R, K=
A DX — AR BCR Xof Ak 3 A i Ui 28 4 K s A R I R 2
P HA I BEHLIR 2 B33 , R B2 18] ERIE 7K = X — 1A
AR iU B 1 K 1) S 35 02 A FH R LS AE 1Y
33 RAMKIE

IRAFGY O B BH K — A DX — AR AR X DX T 28 B & SR AE AR B B E AR A H TR = A X
BAS IR T AR 2R U RST80T TS iR Ui 2 SR I BREE W B SR A5 TR — i 25 57, PRI = Xl —
PRALIBUR 2 X AN ) TR AN [ 2 50 A 3o T e I 2 B 2 JR 7 A AN Rl S IR, . AR SCB 3 55 i ot
WA ST | R4S GOk T A TR R T A 4 A O T (I R R IR TR B T AR,
Ho A IR T Ry AR L Ik

T 4 240 T = A — A BOR A 1 e i 28 B 4K A5 A A R) A5 R T ) S . SRR
TCIR AL OISR ARAL O, K = — A B i Ui 28 B 35 KA AE AR VR FH I 251 SR BT, 338 T
19 1) 3 25 7K TR 36 DX 33— AR A IBUR A% U 3k T iR i 28 B 1G4 1y 1 R E0CH 5,228 1, X6 — Ml T Ay [
HZE0M 0.596 0, BB = A DXk — A Ak BOR X 4200 ST A0 it T 28 5% 0002 B 8 K AR Ok . T RERY

F4 RESEEST

Table 4 Regional heterogeneity analysis
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Table 5 Inspection of the influence mechanism of Yangtze River Delta integration
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