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Study on the Spatial-Temporal Characteristics of Rural Tourism
Flow in Zhejiang Province Based on Online Travelogues
Xi Yuqing, Sang Guangshu,Jiang Haining,Nie Changle
(College of Geography and Environmental Sciences, Zhejiang Normal University, Jinhua 321004, China)

Abstract: Rural tourism is an effective way and important initiative for rural revitalization,as well as an important way to
transform the development of rural areas,but the current research on tourism flow rarely involves rural tourism. In order to
reveal the tourism flow characteristics of rural tourism, Zhejiang Province, which is at the forefront of rural tourism
development,is used as an example. This paper mines data from online travelogues to analyze the spatial-temporal
characteristics of tourism flow using methods such as temporal stratification and social network analysis. The results show
that: (1) In terms of time characteristics, the rural tourism flow in Zhejiang Province shows a “three peaks” type of
distribution in general during the year,the low and high seasons are obvious,while the influence of tourist sources, climatic
conditions and leisure time is significant. (2)In terms of spatial distribution of destinations ,the number of tourist reception
of rural tourism in Zhejiang Province has a positive correlation with economic level. In terms of distribution of tourist
sources ,rural tourism flow in Zhejiang Province is mainly composed of tourists in the province,and surrounding provinces
and cities are important source places. (3)The roles played by cities in the rural tourism flow network in Zhejiang Province
are quite different. According to the centrality characteristics of tourism flow, the prefecture-level cities in Zhejiang
Province show a 4-level gradient. Finally,the influence mechanism of the spatial-temporal characteristics of rural tourism
flow in Zhejiang Province is summarized ,and management suggestions are made for the problems of rural tourism.

Key words : tourism flow,rural tourism,tourism travelogue ,spatial-temporal characteristics,influence mechanism,suggestions
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Fig. 1 Intra-weekly changes in tourist travel frequency
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Fig.2 The annual comparison of monthly Fig. 3 Comparison of monthly travel frequency differences
tourist travel frequency between tourists in and outside the province
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Table 1 The percentage of tourists to rural tourism nodes in Zhejiang Province( top 10)
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Table 2 Distribution of tourist sources
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Table 3 Center degree index results of rural tourism
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