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Abstract : Based on the CALYPSO searching method and density functional theory, the geometric structures, electronic
and thermodynamic properties are investigated systemically at the PBE0/6-311+G(d) level for MB |, (M =V, Cr, Mn,
Fe) clusters. Structural searching found that a metal-centred tubular with a B, unit over the B, drum is the global
minimum for MB;( M =V, Cr, Mn) clusters with C,,, C, and C_ point symmetry. However, FeB|; with C, symmetry
exhibits a drum-shaped structure. Based on the lowest energy structures, the electronic properties are analyzed by
calculating the charge transfer, magnetic moments and bond order. In addition, the photoelectron spectra , infrared spectra
and Raman spectra are predicted and could be used to identify the structures of these isomers from experiments. At last,
thermodynamic properties are studied, the temperature dependence of C, and S are discussed for the lowest energy
structures of MB{(M=V,Cr,Mn,Fe) clusters.
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T VA1 582 1 TUART 54 B 45 bR EA T T UR ARG, BT Kt 190 T i o ST T 50 R B S B o s S5 25 4 1Y)
TP ). B9 B, 3l et 4B 4 1 O SO ANRE 7= A 3 #5145 440 , i LA Bt 2 37 2 A0 S BRI Ak 2 5 . TR
I, 3T B2 720, — RV 0 &R B 22 L 90K bRl 22 2 B0 Hovp 85 5 % 7 R
TSR A2 (crystal structure analysis by particle swarm optimization, CALYSO ) 5 ¥4 TN F2 7 | Fo A T8 2H
Gl T — AN TAE 40 . % T3 94 J@ #5824 MB, (M=V,Cr,Mn,Fe,Co,Ni) &R ALIG 2] T &% Fr
PR (Cy, , o, Coy Dy, Dy ) Z5HGT 3 BRI Ni L Co V Fll Nb #8328 By, K &R, D ALIS 3 T i 4 Bk 4 4
ARFISARGE R FERZ i 5 b B I0H C,, SREXT FRA S 254 1) 1 RRHIE TAE #0428
PEFBA B W E5H Bt AT T R G0 ) filn, 56T 5% B2 sREEIE , Jian A1 Li 2550052
T RhB, fl CoB ISR MIFEA LG M, 45 & B, RhB B fe MK AE B JLF- 7 I 0 s R R 28 3 1 L4541 5
CoB A& Co SR 74 B T EHHER, L WMEA C, X RPN 58 5T a5 i biJe , Wei S50
FET TiBY ™ (n=10-20) {4 F 19 JUART 254 B G546 (i LR AR ) LRI T T 1B IS8 1h 45 44 ) i A o 2
BORIRT I J5F 5d T8 A& FIR - 2p Bl Z s M Al E/E . By Ik X JE 48 5 v, Cr,
Mn 1 Fe $87% B, HIRR 0 LA 2548 L R 22 R0 B BIFE R WLARAE . AR SCrp, ZE AT TR0 3 mh I, 3
T H A B b 38706 R FH %) S LS 2R 5 A P A o 8 B ek e 6 i U 2 @ 48 2% MB (M =V, Cr, Mn,
Fe) AR LT Z5 AT RGAE R B T BB 24K R D LA e B M R B 90 55 i T, 20 B 1O+
RETE LD S B T et MR IRATT AT 45 5 B8 MB (M =V, Cr, Mn, Fe) P 1) 52 5 1 B
wiRitS%.

1 W5k

K THIE MB (M =V, Cr, Mn, Fe) BIFE M EEAS S50, R T H A0 HAT 0 R R 25 100 72
Fp 22 A R R T LA R A 15, FIF PBE 92 BRI 3-21G SEL XTI ER EE s A T4k, X
T — MR G RE E AR (3 50 X)) A (520 30 AN2544) |, W LR AR A H (1 500 4>) 1)
SEM PN _EREER e 50 MEER2EHEI 0.3 eV BYSEHY. Hk, AR YA B Y 50 A2, A A B
f) PBEO 77 b8 , M I B JEF R 6-311+G(d) @ FIEA RS2 &G SR 5T 3 SRR A
B, FRIRE R IFL T LN Z30T A S BATRT ISR TAE 7 [, A2 B TAE & WA
RE X S AR A S AT T A BN Y A B E AR R I R, seA ki R R IR T [ e
ZHEME(S,=1,3,5,7;2,4,6,8) AL EXFRMERR ST, A T FEATE Gaussian09 #2F Fig {7
2 HRVE
2.1 MB;(M=V,Cr,Mn,Fe) &

B R AR A AR eS8 T B S5 M & MB (M =V, Cr,Mn, Fe) HI#% 1) — 2 %1
SEEFWRRSEE M, AL a5 R ULE 1. 2558 R, ARSI B B SE L5040 R BT IR 5T 4598 ( €, mUREXT
) SE A A 3 W6 ML 22 46 M T 6L % 0 T FI U2 PR BR 4 f1 4 LME. GV MBI, (M =V, Cr, Mn)
HER LS SR A T A B, BT TIZE R B4+ M A T48 (A By BR) A e, X0 A R0
FRYEST A - C,, .C. F C_. FeB  AIREMIFERS LM Fe JE 005 PO SRS (C, SBERTFR) . FiRgs R
] CLHRE 1) CoB 1 T 25K ( C,, sSHEXTAR ) \ROhB L IREEH ( Dy, sUBEXTHR ) I LB M- TS5 44 (€, A5 BFEXT
Fr) se AR, Hr MB,(M=V,Cr,Mn) &R, T B & FERKK, o li 1B R K/, B #il
B2 M(V . Cr Mn) JEF2Z (B AS 2 I A $C0E F &, P, T RACh 76 1 3 © i 310 9 SCHk[ 14 ] b
MB, 5 BIZE R R FERE _EANEIZ T A B . X T FeBi,, T Fe JiiF EL A MXT K2 U &, K I,
Fe fil B JFF 2 [0 ] DIE B AT SX A BT B8, Fe W] LA B B W 2 MRS E BB Z5 40, BLAN, BT 2 4R T
MB(M=V,Cr,Mn,Fe) HFEA T FHUERES: , TN HOMO-LUMO REFR 430 3.04 €V.2.35 eV . 3.84 eV
F11.69 eV. Xt & FL, B21K R 1Y HOMO-LUMO %5 B ) HOMO-LUMO BEBR (1.49 eV) K, Ui J2 5 14
RIfE RS T,
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C,0.00eV  C 039eV C,0.73 eV C,0.96 eV C,0.90 eV C,0.80eV C,0.84eV C 1.02eV
MnB;; g E FeB ™, E E ! § E §
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Fig.1 The lowest energy and low-lying structures MB3( M=V, Cr,Mn,Fe) clusters along with

the point group symmetry and relative energies
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Fig.2 Molecular orbital energy levels of the lowest energy structures of MBj;( M=V, Cr,Mn,Fe) clusters

2.2 HEE®

AATF H B S& 10 J& 47 45 ( natural population analysis, NPA ) Fll H %k # T 41 Z& ( natural electron

configuration, NEC) 770471 T HIFE R A i R 1 B, , HARZE SR L3R 1.
*1

BREZESHENDTMETFHEFEFRBARTAS

Table 1 The atomic net charges Q(e)of M atoms and natural electron configuration( NEC) of the lowest energy

structures of MB3(M =V, Cr,Mn,Fe) ‘lusters

HLf Q(M) ‘ L L
R . P an NEC:V:3d’4s”, Cr:3d%4s",
1 KA R 3 A EL A el i NEC(B)2s%2p V34 Fes3doas
NPA Bader

VB 4.293 1.206 25061-0707,,2.17-2.48 304450014001
CrBig 3.324 0.981 250-61-0.729,)2.09-2.31 3574402 4120
MnBy 2.917 0.746 250-63-0.74)2.05-2.29 37344001 4,001
FeBg 0.638 0.414 250-6970.73,)2.18-2.38 372245023 4054

XF ECRHE A B, 1 SR AT SRy 3 A1 L & L £ ( Bader charge analysis ) 73 M1 77 T 18 2% 1 1 i B A 24
B, UL V Cr Mn Fl Fe J&F 10 AT AVIRRAE 1T B I PR N 9432 % B2 5 vV Cr,
Mn il Fe RT3 B JiF I, X5 V. Cr.Mn 1 Fe JEFRHRHPE(V:1.63 eV,Cr:1.66 ¢V, Mn;1.65 eV
M Fe:1.83 V) /INFHl R FAUFE Gk (B:2.04 V) WG Y. AL, BEF B2 IR T Gk A 38 K, X0 S 7
A6 19 1E FL AT B R N. RRRIE AT A H B BN, BT I | RS RS T I EE . AT
JEA, HH B.V, Cr,Mn Fl Fe JEF 1 FHEA M. 15°25°2p" L [ Ar] 3d°4s” [ Ar]3d’4s' [ Ar]3d’4s® Fl
[Ar]3d°4s® #8245 B LTI B-2s BLifiZk 2o T, B-2p BLIEA B i T ; M-3d 155 L T, M—4s K f
F. XU BT B-2s Fil M—4s BLIEFE 3] B-2p 1 M=3d $3E , B1E 7 F45 2404 0 4 8 7 1 2 Al 47 7F
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SREUIK) spd BB AL, BEAN , X FB AR R R T, 3d FUESREIRY 1e BT 10 4s BUE L 2 M HE T
JLP- 2R B e Bl B . 3d PUBE AR — T, 4s BB R £ AT, BrlL, VB 1 V I S48
+1 v, DLZEHE 7€ MB (M =V ,Cr,Mn,Fe) H1,V fil Fe FIMNZS2520 +1 4,1l Cr Al Mn BOMYZS 200 0 Hr.
2.3 S

K2 KB, VB Ml MnB , BIFER /3 FHUERER T o F1 8 B FELH M, — 308 LT 2 /7,
BT o F B AT [R]— N UE (45 H LB HEAR T A 72 2. I, VB i MnB  BIFEAS B REME. X T
HAEFFFERN CrB Fl FeB A Z B F H IR B o F1 B HUIE. X T CrBj,, L TFTE o b0y 5B R L AE
B LM EEIIEERZ | 1 (a.58,8:57) , BAPUEXT N 1 ANBEREET, AL, CrB B EA 1puB B
Ji. XITF FeBly, R THE o L GHRFHEELAE B L S IEPEEZE 3 1~ (a:60,8:57) , [FFE, BN FILIE XT
N1 ARG, L, FeB [ ARRAY SR A 3 wB. SR 1 7 (B 5% A SR B4 1 5 i R X A B R 1) BT
B3 gh it T RN R B BERGAE. AREA ., B2 R TR AR R A BEREAE f R (0.7 wB F12.5 wB) |, 1l
ATNETF X B BEREFE (A DTRkAR R /N, B2 $B84% Cr B Fe JELT 0 SRR 119 53 iRz 7 ] BBl A3 Ji 7 X e
FERTTER. T HL, FeB | 7E =1 25 BERE A RERT B E F #8440 55 7 T BAT W AE ) W FH AN EL.

0.8 25¢
0.6 2.0
=2 04H 215
@ =
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E 02 E 1.0p
iy A iy
0.5
_0'2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 | 0 L4 L -
1 3 5 7 9 11 13 15 17 19 1 3 5 7 9 11 13 15 17 19
JE - Hn 5 Hn
(2) (b)
3 CrBi; 1 FeB g Fl#% i & IR F 09 538 B iE i e
Fig.3 The local spin magnetic moments of CrBjg and FeBi; clusters
2.4 BT

9T A3 BEAS IR A AR A R e, BT Multiwdn 2007731557 MB (M =V, Cr, Mn, Fe) KA 45 H
T[] A2 B R Wiberg B9% , ELARSE S L3 2. W A9 & 30, BB | X 07 1) S 20 /)N, Tz T
FIRIAIE ] 855 . ASCrp 6T B A UE IR EE R MB (M =V, Cr, Mn) , 585454 tF N 38 B, HFIAHAR
B-B Z[H]#d Y5 B o, B L B, HC B-B Z ISR SR B IR 2, AR5 & L3R By B-B Z[HISEAY TR,
FRUEIAS By 20 B-B SR, fieJ5 & M—-B AR E e85, XTHANFE Vv, Cr il Mo JEFB41K R,
B R W3R 2 6] B-B #8240, Mn JE T8 244K Z v M-B Fil B-B §# 1958 B & k. JR R Al RELE T, 76 V, Cr I
Mn BZ4A 2 b Mn JE T AR A2 TR AT 8K, Mn B B BT 22 (6] 0 B S 40 % M I AR IR, I,
Mn-B #ERY5R K. X T FeBj,, FEIRFIT R B-B #58 > [ F 32 0] B-B f58 ¥ >Fe-B SR . i
Z ,M-B Z A {50 E 555, N 3R B, FRFIAHAE B-B 22 [A)4 il 5 J fe ik

2 MB(M=V,Cr,Mn,Fe) ALK FHEIKT Wiberg ER
Table 2 The average bond length and Wiberg bond order of B—B and M-B of the lowest
energy structure of MB;( M=V, Cr,Mn,Fe) clusters

VB CrBig MnB FeBlg
K Wiberg $2% K Wiberg $2% 23S Wiberg $2% i3S Wiberg $2%
B, ¥.JC B-B 1.636 0.864 1.637 0.851 1.634 0.871
M-B 2.251 0.481 2.232 0.485 2.217 0.504 2.461 0.291
3 B-B 1.617 0.777 1.609 0.782 1.603 0.793 1.606 0.887
T B-B 1.634 0.868 1.615 0.891 1.599 0.919 1.605 0.888
LTI B-B 1.788 0.591 1.805 0.566 1.832 0.542 1.747 0.669
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2.5 RETFEEE A RSHT

Jt:HL ¥ ( photoelectron spectroscopy , PES) 45 A A5 ) 1 HL - 45 440 114 75 22 - B, 2 4 O L 45 40 g — A~
FE . A Multiwin 005 1T MB,(M=V,Cr,Mn, Fe) HIFER G HL T-AE1S, IS 45 R LK 4, 12
UG BEHE T REIE N SIS SR B SRR

PES intensity/arb
PES intensity/arb
PES intensity/arb.
PES intensity/arb

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 L 1 1 1 1

0O 1 2 3 4 5 6 o 1 2 3 4 5 6 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 0O 1 2 3 4 5 6
Binding energy/eV Binding energy/eV Binding energy/eV Binding energy/eV
(2) VB, (b) CrBy (¢) MnB;; (d) FeB,

B4 (a)VBg.(b)CrBy.(c)MnBi,1(d)FeBy, A H g% B 405 B FaEiE

Fig. 4 Simulated PES spectra of the lowest energy structures for(a) VB, (b) CrBi;, (¢)MnBj; and(d) FeB; clusters

MR RAF IS LS TR IEUA B TR R M S hL 2. K 5 F1 6 v LIE 1, L4 b2 ok
T EERREIE L TAE 200~ 1 400 em™ EFE Y. X FEMRGEHIY VB, CrB 1 Al MnB A% , 3 35 Xf L 2T
AN 2 TE KB, 3 B 2R R Y T B AR VAR B, 2 B A TR A R s =X X 20 ohoki , 3 1R &R
() F2 BRI 53 A :494.67 em™ ,466.60 cm ™' F11 428.88 cm ™ Ab , I K BT A B E TR MR TR FEE
PRz, XTH25E FEEEWES> HI4E :718.35 em™,712.39 cm ™' F1 708.30 em™ &b, FEFL N A A B 5 1 FBl
LRl M SR 1] R IR SR T R i ML AR, X8RS Y FeB g, T AMNAITHL
e RIS ARBEIT , 43 A 771.27 em™ F1 775.28 em™ ' &b, £0 AR S =0T 8 T B A B0 1 00 22 A7 4
BIRSIBK (Pt Fe JRFILT#IEAZ)) b @ RS0 B T BN B i R 1 B-B 57 )
AT R B

=) =) =) =)
g E E E
E g g g
=4 =4 =4 =4
B B B B
& & & &
Q Q 3 3
g g E E
0200 400 600 800 10001200 1400 0 200 400 600 800 10001200 1400 0 200 400 600 800 10001200 1400 0 200 400 600 800 1000 1200 1400
wavenumber/cm’' wavenumber/cm’' wavenumber/cm’' wavenumber/cm’'
(a) VB (b) CrB; (c) MnB' (d) FeB'y;
E5 (a)VBi.(b)CrBi. (c)MnB#A(d)FeBi; Bl A E A3 M AU LTS iE Fl iR SR IE AR B S = B
Fig. 5 IR spectra and vibrational mode of the strongest peak for(a)VB;,(b) CrBjs,(c) MnB; and(d)FeB{; clusters
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2z B z z
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S S 5 S
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E 6 (a)VBi.(b)CrBj. (c)MnBi,#(d)FeB s Fli&EASLE MR M AHL B 1% KR IE R IR B E

Fig. 6 Raman spectra and vibrational mode of the strongest peak for(a) VB, (b) CrBj;, (c¢)MnBj; and(d)FeB; clusters
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2.6 HAOFEMR
AT TR 298.15 K, KAUE 1.013x10° Pa 355438 T MBj,( M=V, Cr, Mn, Fe) HIFE 34 127
SR ERANES C, BRER S FBRUEA S AH(ILZE 3). XETHREA: B AH , s SUW .

AH=E(MB;,)-E(M)-18E(B"). (1)
ST S 0 E 3, NPT LA, T %3 MBj(M=V,Cr,Mn,Fe) BIEEREH MR HESH
A B R I A e 35 R e ’ij‘éﬁﬁ M R A SR Table 3 Calculated thermodynamics parameters of
R, $% ERARE BY. R, B B R MB;5(M=V,Cr, Mn, Fe) clusters
TP EUE R BE IR 58 25 PR bR I A 2 i 3 k.t g AR ERME b
5b, S THRGCRBERTE B A C, FIBRIERT S MR, s Gl R v k)
VB -94.98 224.85 406.81
T ARG (100 K,200 K,300 K,400 K,500 K, - _oyss 220,03 15,85
600 K,700 K,800 K) T AL C, FtrEd S 1Y MnBj,  -91.66 231.87 427.04
{E,/E:M:élj:l:% D—]L;%:? 4 %[]Fé—] 7. éﬁ%ﬁfm, i@mg C‘ FeBig -92.21 244.08 489.38

FIBRAENS S BEHE RE A TH i, 8 A3V €, AR E T Z A AE R BOR 2 Rl S FRE T 2
[ AFTE I 2R R AR
x4 FEBETHERHRRE C, MIREHS
Table 4 Thermodynamics parameters of C,and S at different temperatures(7:K,C, and S:J-mol™ -K™!)

T 100 200 300 400 500 600 700 800
VB,  EREC, 44.16 136.66 224.85 289.74 332.47 361.39 381.42 395.68
FrufEdE S 269.55 331.99 406.81 484.70 555.82 620.41 678.76 731.56
CBy, EAME C, 48.14 143.04 229.03 291.91 333.55 361.91 381.65 395.75
PRy S 282.45 348.86 425.85 504.66 576.13 640.86 699.26 752.09
MnBj, EARE C, 51.97 148.11 231.87 292.95 333.70 361.67 381.27 395.33
FRUERG S 278.58 348.42 427.04 506.39 577.98 642.70 701.05 753.82
FeBy, EAMEC, 79.31 167.74 244.08 301.24 339.78 366.32 384.93 398.28
FRUERS S 317.44 404.52 489.38 571.72 644.90 710.59 769.58 822.79
400 900 -
350 800
300 - 700
e 250 -
%ﬁ E 600
e 200 F . &
ﬁ —— VB = 500
150r - OB, o0
100 L - MnB7
50¥ -0 FeB,, 300 g~
0 | | | | | | J 200 | | | | | | J
100 200 300 400 500 600 700 800 100 200 300 400 500 600 700 800
RET RET
() (b)

7 MBij(M=V, Cr,Mn,Fe) A HNESH(C, M S)HEETH ML
Fig.7 Temperature dependence of the C, and S for MB3(M=V, Cr,Mn,Fe) clusters

3 Hik

iz F % Bz RS IR RS R G5 TR P AR SS &, 78 PBEO/6-311+G (d) 7K F X I 4R8I+ V,
Cr,Mn Fl Fe J 1824 B HFER LTS5 0T FEA T 24 Re e 0T T RGeS, S5H 1L & B0, MB (M =V,
Cr 1 Mn) BI5E D TS A B, BATCRIESIRZE K | FeB A5 U 2 ISR S5 K. B A e RS 0T 220 ATV,
Cr, Mn, Fe [ [n] J& Bl 0 -5 45 . 7E NERHILIE L, B2 M\ B-2s Fll M—4s BB 2] B-2p F1 M-3d $LiA,
R R84 U 4 R )R T Z M AE e U spd BB 224k, RSy BT &30, 52219 VB Fll MnB i A HAF
WETE, JF5E)2 Y CrB il FeB | i I BERLAE S 318 1 wB 13 wB. HiH | Cr Al Fe JE X BORE AR A9 STk KT
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JE LB DA o R R ) DR SR R R BT e B, M-B 22 [ S 5 B 0 55 , T8 B, " PIAHAB B-B Z 1]
SRR B R, BLAR, 20 AN FTRL 2Ot 3 1Y 32 BERRAE W E TP AE 200 ~ 1 400 em™' Y8 BN, S5 49 A LAY MB
(M=V,Cr,Mn) BI#ER IR Al Raman 3 (9 FFAF AR 0T, 10 ELAN [ [T 7 %) R AR 0 o o7 A 7] B I sh A =X, i
J& , T2 E A BT R B, A BFIE AR RAEIN T ) 2% R AR 1, G 1B 24 5 T IF B K, i 2 A I
HER B 2 8 . T HL 28 25 A AR A B 25 Tk FE ) R T BS  , 28 4RAE ©, FIRLEE T Z A2 AE R R
BOEF  ARER S RNERE T 2 MfF e r e &,
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