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The Preliminary Study on Mother-Calf Interactive Behavior of
Yangtze Finless Porpoise in Semi-Natural Waters

Chen Ran,Wang Chen,Yin Wenge,Mi Li,Jiang Wenhua
(Tongling Freshwater Dolphins National Nature Reserve, Tongling 244161, China)

Abstract : Breeding and offspring-nurture is the only way for animals to keep their genes alive,so animals not only ensure
their own survival but also need to keep their offspring’s survival. From May of 2014 to June of 2015, the study separately
chose coastal stationary and mobile tracking methods to observe two adult female Yangize Finless Porpoise ( Neophocaena
asiaeorientalis) by focal-animal sampling methods in a semi-natural water in Tongling Freshwater Dolphins National
Nature Reserve. The result showed there were rich breeding behaviors in female Finless Porpoises living in semi-natural
water area. The main maternal behaviors were pack, intervene, accompanying swim and physical touch. Accompanying
swim and physical touch could be observed during the whole study. The study also found that the separation time of calf
and mother was significantly positively correlated with the monthly age of calf dolphins. This study provides the
interaction mode of mother and calf dolphins in semi-natural water enviroment,which has certain reference value for the
remote protection and management of Yangtze Finless Porpoise.
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Fig.1 The observation site of Tongling freshwater porpoise National Nature Reserve
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Table 1 The Yangtze Finless Porpoise group composition and character during the studying time
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Fig.2 The photo of mother and calf

1.3 WRAZE

2014 4% 4 H—2015 4% 5 A A4 B P, BEALIEE H ARMA SR F H bR sh B EBURE e xt s i i 47 5%
FIC R, FEMELRE] N 4K 8:00.10:00.14:00.16:00, & R ME 52 15 , shZE I N A i 8h, A% AN
T SR E BRI B8 PR B K BEBRE AT/ INHE , >R H Ar s BURE 7 (Focal animal sampling) HT RSN
AT IR ERIE SR, DA e R0 10 min N EIAT R, BIBR 10 min. 1o 5% 0950 A0 45 W ZE e [a] |
ST NI (IR IR T80 BRI SR AR ) 47 A A AR B RN 2L ] BES K B A 0 BORE UL g€ et
[ FIREAZ (2 2).

F2 B4R E ARSI B A AR A

Table 2 The observation days and samples of mother-calf pair by focal animal sampling
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Fig. 3 The offspring-nurture behavior of Yangtze Finless Porpoise( Neophocaena asi i lis)

mother in relation to infant age in months after parturition one year
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Fig.4 The duration of calf’s( BQ,XH ) separation interval of their mothers( BB,XC)
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